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The aim of this workshop was to present some of the current developments and
uncertainties in biomedical publishing, to encourage participants to discuss their own
experiences and concerns about journal choice and other aspects of the publication process,
and to develop and share an understanding of how information to navigate this rapidly
changing landscape, can be provided to the research community.

Open access publishing, with research funders paying for the output of their research to be
publicly discoverable, is becoming widespread and the rapid evolution of digital technologies
has created new ways of presenting, disseminating and evaluating the impact of scholarly
publications. Alternatives to traditional peer review are being considered, while social media
and alternative metrics seem to be assuming greater importance. Predatory journals have
proliferated alarmingly.

Authors and publishers will now have to contend with Plan S, a proposal from the North
American and European consortium known as Coalition S, that all research funded by public
bodies must be published in open access only journals, rather than in the more common
hybrid model, where open access is an option. This raises many questions about the
subscription-based model of scholarly publishing, the use of embargoes and paywalls, of
publicly-discoverable repositories, and of licensing and copyright, and has implications for
the REF.

Many researchers will find themselves confused and uncertain about the most appropriate
journals to choose for their work. In this workshop we invited attendees to present and
discuss their information needs about choosing the right journal for their work, including
characteristics of journals such as scope, peer review policies, acceptance rate, Article
Processing Charges, appeal mechanisms, impact factor, altmetrics and media relations.

The presenters were an experienced medical editor, responsible for a hybrid primary care
journal and an open access primary care journal, and an experienced academic GP involved
at national level in clinical academic training. We were joined by a researcher and software
developer interested in the possibility of developing an app to help researchers and authors
choose the right journals for their work.



BACKGROUND

Choosing a journal in which to publish an academic paper has never been more difficult. A
number of factors have dramatically increased the complexity of the academic publishing
landscape:

o Digitisation of journals and corresponding disappearance of libraries
e The Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA), which stresses that impact
factors should not be used to measure the quality of academic papers, and that they
are flawed because they are determined by publishers (closed circle)
e Increased necessity of open access (OA) publishing, which allows funders to assess
the intrinsic merit of research outputs (as they define the criteria for high quality OA
journals) - but shifts the burden of cost onto the researcher
o Plan S: by 2021, science research funded by public or private grants must be
published in OA journals
o Gold open access will be the requirement for the next REF
Growth in predatory journals
Growing adoption of preprints
Alternative impact metrics (paper level): e.g., Altmetric, PlumX, Impactstory
Growing popularity of the article-based PhD thesis

The cost of publishing in an open access journal is significant and potentially prohibitive,
especially for early career researchers with restricted funding. Their most important paper is
likely to be published at the end of their postdoc/fellowship, by which point they have spent
most of their funding. Also, some funding organisations only release funding in stages: e.g.,
£1000/year as opposed to £4000 at once. Article processing charges (APCs) for open
access journals are enormous - for BMJ it is £3000. This has led junior researchers to
publish in lower ranking journals than their paper merits which has implications for their CV
and for the institution.

SUPPORT FOR AUTHORS

An app in this field could enable authors to search for a specific journal or enter their title,
abstract, keywords, and/or subject area. They could also specify additional filters for criteria
such as impact factor, acceptance rate, and publishing fees. All journals matching the search
criteria would then be displayed (default order best match).. We had previously developed a
list of possible selection criteria from a small pilot study of clinical academic colleagues.
Discussion at the workshop confirmed most of these and added some more, as follows:

Journal characteristics

e Relevance (subjects covered; degree to which text matches what has been published
in the journal)

Acceptance rate (feasibility of publishing in the journal)

Audience size (niche vs. broad scope)

Audience quality

Word count

Frequency of publication

Type of open access (gold, hybrid, green, diamond, or none - traditional subscription
model)

e Submission software (ease of use)


https://sfdora.org/
https://www.coalition-s.org/
https://www.altmetric.com/
https://plumanalytics.com/learn/about-metrics/
https://profiles.impactstory.org/

o Methodology criteria (systematic reviews, mixed methods, paired papers)

e Policy around final version copyright (are all versions owned by the publisher, or is it
just the final version?)

o s there a cascade journal (if you're rejected by the main journal, is there an
automatic system for sending your paper to the next journal in the publisher group)?

Impact
o Impact factor (humber of times an average paper in a journal is cited during the
previous two years - copyrighted by Clarivate Analytics)
o CiteScore (number of times an average paper in a journal is cited, based on papers
from the previous three years from Scopus - copyrighted by Elsevier)
o Alternative metrics (e.g., Researcher Score, Altmetric)

Charges
o Publication charges (APCs, submission charges, whether there is a waiver policy for
charges)

e Cost of pre-submission enquiries
e Cost of colour photos

Peer Review Process
o Whether peer review is single or double blind, or open
e Average time it takes to receive an initial decision (after submission of the
manuscript)
o Average time it takes to hear back after peer review
Average time it takes for online and print publications to appear (from manuscript
acceptance)
Quality of peer reviews (reviews vary hugely in length and depth)
Fast track peer review / short reports
Peer review audit trail (are peer reviews online?)
How manuscripts are handled
Appeal mechanism

Relevance, impact, and feasibility are especially important for early career researchers (in
that order of importance).

EXISTING RESOURCES AND JOURNAL FINDER TOOLS
Relevant resources:

e Directory of Open Access Journals: contains information about open access journals
(publisher information, publication charges, editorial information, subject categories
and keywords)

e Think Check Submit: static pages of resources / tips to help researchers identify
trusted journals (there is also Think Check Attend for conferences)

o Committee on Publication Ethics: provides advice on publication ethics to editors and
publishers (how to handle research and publication misconduct)

Publisher-specific journal finders:

o Elsevier: https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
e Springer Nature: https://journalsuggester.springer.com/
e Wiley: https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match

Other journal finders: https://ecu.au.libguides.com/harc/journal-finder-tools
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https://doaj.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://publicationethics.org/
https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
https://journalsuggester.springer.com/
https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match
https://ecu.au.libguides.com/harc/journal-finder-tools

o Edanz Journal Selector: https://www.edanzediting.com/journal-selector

Endnote Manuscript Matcher: https://endnote.com/product-details/manuscript-
matcher/

IEEE Publication Recommender: http://publication-recommender.ieee.org/home
JANE (Journal/Author Name Estimator): http://jane.biosemantics.org/

Research Square JournalGuide: https://www.journalguide.com/journals/search
SJFinder Journal Recommender: http://www.sifinder.com/journals/recommend
Social Sciences Citation Index is used by social scientists to assess the impact of
journals.

WHO NEEDS SUPPORT IN JOURNAL SELECTION?

o Early career researchers (PhD students and postdocs) - those who have had little
experience with academic publishing and haven’t built up relationships with editors.

o Interdisciplinary researchers, or researchers looking to publish in a different discipline
than one they are already familiar with.

e Qualitative researchers, as it is especially difficult to publish qualitative work - there
are limited options and it is very competitive. High impact factors don’t work for a lot
of qualitative research.

e Researchers who submit to conferences. There is a bewildering number of
conferences every year, and it is especially difficult to stay abreast of deadlines and
submissions requirements. For some disciplines such as computer science,
publishing in conference proceedings is as important as publishing in journals (if not
more important).

WHEN WOULD THEY USE AN APP TO DO THIS?

e When the paper has not yet been written - the researcher is not only looking for the
right journal but also the right way to write the manuscript.

e When the paper has already been written, and has an abstract.

e When the paper has been rejected and the researcher does not know where to go
next.

Business Model

Publishers are very concerned about the quality of academics who submit to their journals.
Looking to make their submission process more efficient. They are also thinking about
authors less as suppliers and more as customers. Will start to think in more marketing-like
terms: what is the cost for me to acquire a submission?


https://www.edanzediting.com/journal-selector
https://endnote.com/product-details/manuscript-matcher/
https://endnote.com/product-details/manuscript-matcher/
http://publication-recommender.ieee.org/home
http://jane.biosemantics.org/
https://www.journalguide.com/journals/search
http://www.sjfinder.com/journals/recommend
http://login.webofknowledge.com/error/Error?Src=IP&Alias=WOK5&Error=IPError&Params=DestApp%3DWOS%26editions%3DSSCI&PathInfo=%2F&RouterURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.webofknowledge.com%2F&Domain=.webofknowledge.com

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/find-a-journal/journal-
metrics.html

https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2019/07/24/balancing-author-satisfaction-with-reviewer-
needs/?informz=1

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/whats-the-best-journal-for-my-paper-new-tool-can-help

https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/preparing-your-article/6-steps-to-choosing-the-
right-journal-for-your-research-infographic

https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/preparing-your-article/choosing-the-right-journal-
for-your-manuscript-4-steps-to-finding-the-right-ldguo-fit-8221

https://www.wiley.com/network/professionals/healthcare-publishing-trends/how-to-maximize-
your-studys-visibility-by-choosing-the-right-journal



https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/find-a-journal/journal-metrics.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/find-a-journal/journal-metrics.html
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2019/07/24/balancing-author-satisfaction-with-reviewer-needs/?informz=1
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2019/07/24/balancing-author-satisfaction-with-reviewer-needs/?informz=1
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/whats-the-best-journal-for-my-paper-new-tool-can-help
https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/preparing-your-article/6-steps-to-choosing-the-right-journal-for-your-research-infographic
https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/preparing-your-article/6-steps-to-choosing-the-right-journal-for-your-research-infographic
https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/preparing-your-article/choosing-the-right-journal-for-your-manuscript-4-steps-to-finding-the-right-ldquo-fit-8221
https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/preparing-your-article/choosing-the-right-journal-for-your-manuscript-4-steps-to-finding-the-right-ldquo-fit-8221
https://www.wiley.com/network/professionals/healthcare-publishing-trends/how-to-maximize-your-studys-visibility-by-choosing-the-right-journal
https://www.wiley.com/network/professionals/healthcare-publishing-trends/how-to-maximize-your-studys-visibility-by-choosing-the-right-journal

