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Undergraduate teaching in general practice 

SAPC HoTs (Heads of Undergraduate GP Teaching) update July 2021 

Current priority areas of discussion at SAPC Heads of Teaching Group (HoTS): 

1. Covid-19 Pandemic 

All UK medical schools have provided GP placements for senior students throughout the last 

academic year in line with guidance from the Medical Schools Council and GMC. Medical students 

have been categorised as ‘essential workers’ and unless unwell or self isolating are expected to 

attend placements even in lockdown situations. Previously campus-based, non-placement 

teaching has still taking place remotely with many innovative approaches are emerging. All 

schools have worked at pace to provide remote learning opportunities and many innovative 

approaches have emerged. There has been a very positive willingness to share ideas and 

resources via the HoTs network. A HoTs Virtual Learning Resources working group was 

established at the start of the pandemic to collect and commission shared learning materials for 

use by all UK and Irish medical schools.  We have secured free access for medical students to a 

range of existing resources normally available only by subscription for example from Red Whale 

and NB Medical Education.  In a collaboration between SAPD and RCGP we have also published 

on line   “Learning General Practice”  an SAPC/RCGP learning resource developed collaboratively 

by the HoTs group.   In partnership with the Medical Schools Council (MSC) and the producers of 

the Channel 5 television series “GPs: Behind Closed Doors” we have developed an innovative 

video learning  resource called “Virtual Primary Care (VPC)”  Hosted on the MSC website VPC 

provides all UK medical schools with access to 150 professionally produced videos of “real life” 

consultations with GPs and other primary care clinicians. Every consultation is tagged for clinical 

and educational content, and accompanied by an educational guide with associated learning 

points, references and suggested activities to help students face new challenges around learning 

medicine though GP experiences in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic.   We are in 

discussion with HEE regarding potential to extend access to this resource to other groups 

including postgraduate GP trainees, Physicians Assistants and Clinical Pharmacists. SAPC is also 

working closely with the Medical Schools Council on governance and guidelines in relation to 

remote consultations involving medical students and patients. 

 

2. Undergraduate teaching finance.   

A new minimum tariff for undergraduate primary care education in England was introduced from September 

2020. Set at £28,000 per full time equivalent student per year this has already helped with recruitment and 

retention of undergraduate placement providers.   Whilst there is still work to be done in order to reach full 

parity with secondary care (and equivalence with payments now available in Scotland) this is a very 

significant step in the right direction, and welcome recognition of the importance of providing all future 

doctors with high quality experience in general practice and primary care. SAPC and RCGP are 

represented on the National Tariff Advisory Group for undergraduate medical education and also a task and 

finish group established to develop a new “Tripartite Agreement to manage tariff arrangements in primary 

care. 

 

3. National curriculum guide for undergraduate general practice – next steps 

The joint RCGP/SAPC document “Teaching General Practice:  Guiding principles for undergraduate GP 

curricula in UK medical schools” is available at:   https://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/discover-general-

https://www.gp-update.co.uk/
https://www.nbmedical.com/
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/discover-general-practice/inspiring-future-gps/undergraduate-general-practice/learning-general-practice.aspx
https://www.medschools.ac.uk/news/uk-medical-schools-launch-virtual-primary-care-to-enhance-gp-teaching
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/discover-general-practice/inspiring-future-gps/undergraduate-general-practice.aspx


practice/inspiring-future-gps/undergraduate-general-practice.aspx.  A revised version is due for release before 

the new academic year 2021-22. 

We have now published an accompanying set or learning resources expanding on the themes incorporated 

in the curriculum guide.  Contributions have come mainly from UK HoTs and also some invited content 

experts.  “Learning General Practice” is now available on the RCGPs undergraduate website at:  

https://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/discover-general-practice/inspiring-future-gps/undergraduate-general-

practice/learning-general-practice.aspx 

 

4. Promoting general practice as a positive career choice for medical students.   

 

GP recruitment concerns remain topical and promoting general practice as a positive career choice for 

graduating students continues as one of our top priorities along with ensuring that future secondary care 

doctors have appropriate experience in primary care at undergraduate level.  

 

5. New Medical Schools 

Five new English medical schools are now offering student places ie Sunderland, Edge Hill, Anglia Ruskin, 

Lincoln and Kent.  Further new schools are in the pipeline or proposed (subject to GMC approval) at Ulster 

University, Brunel University, Bangor University, University of Bradford, University of Worcester (Three 

Counties Medical School). Edinburgh University has also this year taken its first intake to a new medical 

degree programme (HCP-Med) providing a unique route specifically for experienced healthcare 

professionals to train as doctors.   

 

6. Teaching capacity in general practices.    

Recruitment and retention of practices to host undergraduate GP placements continues to be a challenge 

and is clearly further complicated by the pandemic Improvement in funding will hopefully help, but other 

innovations and incentives are being implemented in order to increase placements available.  Near Peer 

teaching whereby postgraduate GP trainees are engaged in undergraduate teaching has been a very 

positive development in some areas. A  Near Peer Teaching Special Interest Group has recently been 

established within SAPC.  We hope that Near Peer teaching can eventually be embedded in the GP 

training programme nationally 

 

7. Promoting options for academic experience within GP training programmes.    

 

We continue to work with HEE GP Schools, NIHR, universities and RCGP to promote clinical academic 

training programmes in order to prepare the next generation of primary care academics. It is encouraging 

that NIHR have this year supported a number of themed Academic Clinical Fellowship (ACF) posts in 

medical education. 

 

8. Enhancing recognition 

 

Reward and career development opportunities for university based primary care educators remains a 

priority matter for the HoTs group. 
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